Mr. JENNJUL But there was no excitement in the neighborhood
up to that
point?
Mrs. RANDLE. No, sir.
Mr. BALL. I have one question, Mr. Chief Justice.
You used an expression there, that the bag appeared heavy.
Mrs. RANDLE. Yes, sir.
Mr. BALL. You meant that there was some weight appeared to be-Mrs. RANDLE. To the bottom.
Mr. BALL. To the bottom?
Mrs. RANDLE. Yes. It tapered like this as he hugged it in his hand. It was
more bulky toward the bottom than it was this way.
Mr. BELIN. Toward the top? More bulky toward the bottom than toward the
top?
Mrs. RANDLE. That is right.
Ur. BAI,L. I have no further questions.
Senator COOPER. On that point-did
you see Lee Oswald place the package in
the automobile?
Mrs. RANDLE. In the automobile.
I do not know if he put it on the seat or
on the floor.
Senator COOPER. I mean did you see him throw open the, door?
Mrs. RANDLE. Yes, sir.
Senator COOPER. When he placed the package in there do you remember
whether he used one hand or two?
Mrs. RANDLE. No; because I only opened the door briefly and what made me
establish the door on Wesley’s car, it is an old car and that door, the window
is broken and everything and it is hard to close, so that cinched in my mind
which door it was, too. But it was only briefly that I looked.
Mr. JENNER. Mr. Chief Justice, could I ask-how
far away were you? You
were at the kitchen door and the automobile was in the driveway, what was the
distance between yourself and Mr. Oswald?
Mrs. RANDLE. Sir, I don’t know. The carport will take care of two cars, and
then Wesley’s car was on the other side of the carport so that would be three
car lengths plus inbetween space.
Mr. JENNER. Car widths?
Mrs. RANDLE. Car widths, excuse me.
Mr. JENNER. Was it a light day?
Mrs. RANDLE. It was sort of cloudy, but there wasn’t any-1 mean it wasn’t
dark or anything like that.
Mr. JENNER. Would you be good enough as you can recall--can
you recall
what the fabric of the jacket was that Mr. Oswald had on this morning, was it
twill or wool or gabardine?
Cotton?
Mr. RANDLE. Probably cotton or gabardine, something like that that would
repel water probably, and that is just my own opinion.
Mr. JENNER. That is your present recollection?
Mrs. RANDLE. Yes, sir.
Mr. JENNEB. Thank you.
The CHAIBA~AN. Mrs. Randle, thank you very much for coming, you may be
excused.
TESTIMONY

OF CORTLANDT

CUNNINGHAM

Mr. BALL. Will you state your name for the record?
Mr. CUNNINQHAM. Cortlandt Cunningham.
The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Cunningham,
will you raise your right hand
sworn, please?
Do you solemnly swear the testimony given before this Commission
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM. I do.
Mr. BALL.. Mr. Cunningham, be seated there.
What is your business?
Mr. CUNNINQHAM. I am a special agent of the FBI.

and be
will

be
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Mr. BALL. What
is your specialty
with the FBI?
Mr.
CUNNINGHAM.
I am assigned
to the FBI
laboratory
in the Firearms
Identification
Unit.
Mr. BALL. There
is a rifle here that has been identified
as Commission
Exhibit
No. 139, it has been in your custody,
hasn’t
it?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
It has.
Mr. BALL. You brought
it over here this morning?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
I did.
Mr. BALL. And I requested
you disassemble
it?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
I did.
hlr. BALL. Let’s
take it out of the sack and put it before
the Commission.
Do you need any special
tools to assemble
this rifle?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
No, sir.
Mr. BALL. I notice you have a screwdriver
there.
Can you assemble
it without
the use of a screwdriver?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
Yes, sir.
Mr. BALL. What
can you use?
Mr.
CUNNINGHAM.
Any
object
that
would
fit the slots on the five screws
that retain
the stock to the action.
Mr. BALL. Could you do it with a lo-cent
piece?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
Yes, sir.
Mr. BALL. Will you do that-about
how long will it take you?
Mr. CUNNINQHAM.
I know
I can do it, but I have never
been timed
as far as
using
a dime.
I have been timed
using
a screwdriver,
which
required
a little
over 2 minutes.
Mr. BALL. 2 minutes
with a screwdriver.
Try it with the dime and let’s see how long it takes.
Okay.
Start
now.
Six minutes.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
I think
I can improve
on that.
Mr. BALL. And the only tool you used was a lo-cent
piece?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
That is correct.
Mr. BALL. That is all.
Senator
COOPER. Does the bolt work
all right now?
Mr. CUNNINBHAM.
Once in a while
with
regard
to the top portion-namely
the retaining
screw and the top stock-you
have trouble
getting
them engaged
on this particular
model.
The CHAIRMAN.
Yes.
Mr. CUNNINC+HAM.
That is the case on this weapon.
On that one over there,
however,
it slid right
on when I put it together
a little
while ago; it was much
faster.
The CHAIRMAN.
Yes.
This is a weapon
identical
to the one that has been
identified
as the assassination
weapon?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
This is the assassination
weapon.
Mr. BALL. This is the weapon
found
on the sixth
floor of the Texas
Book
Depository.
The CHAIRMAN.
May I ask, have you fired it?
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
Many
times.
The CHAIRMAN.
That has been fired many times?
Mr. BELIN.
You can disassemble
it in a lesser amount
of time, I assume.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
Definitely,
it comes apart
much faster.
I can do it for you.
The CHAIRMAN.
I understand
with
a screwdriver
you put the rifle together
ih 2 minutes.
Mr. CUNNINOHAM.
Yes, sir ; a few seconds
over 2 minutes,
somewhere
around
2f/a, 2% minutes,
readily.
The CHAIBMAN.
Yes.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
And I am sure I can assemble
it faster
the second time
with
a dime than
I did the last time but I did have
trouble
with
that
one
retaining
screw.
The CHAIRMAN.
Is there anything
more you have on this?
Mr. BALL. No.
The CHAIRMAN.
Anybody?
Well, Agent Cunningham,
thank
you very much, sir.
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Mr. CUNNINQHAM. Thank you, sir.
The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen, if there are no further witnesses today, we will
adjourn for the day, and we will meet tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock for the
purpose of taking further testimony.
(Whereupon,
at 12:45 p.m., the President’s Commission recessed.)

Thursday,
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The President’s Commission met at 9 20 a.m. on March X&1964, 200 Maryland
Avenue NE., Washington, D.C.
Present were Chief Justice Earl Warren, Chairman;
Senator John Cooper
and Representative Gerald R. Ford, members.
Also present were J. Lee Rankin, general counsel; Joseph A. Ball, assistant
counsel; David W. Belin, assistant counsel; Melvin Aron Eisenberg, assistant
counsel; Lewis F. Powell, Jr. and Charles Murray, observers.
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The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Whaley, the purpose of our meeting today is to take
some further testimony concerning the events surrounding
the assassination
of President Kennedy, and we understand you have some facts that will bear
on it in a way and we would like to ask you questions concerning it.
Will you rise, please, raise your right hand to be sworn?
Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but
the truth, so help you God?
Mr. WHALEY. I do, sir.
The CHAIRMAN. Will you be seated, please?
Mr. Ball will conduct the
examination.
Mr. BALL. Mr. Whaley, what is your business?
Mr. WHALEY. I am a taxi driver, sir.
Mr. BALL. How long have you been a taxi driver?
Mr. W~ALEY. 37 years.
Mr. BALL. You worked all that time in Dallas?
Mr. WHALEY. Yes, sir.
Mr. BALL. What is your residence?
Mr. WHALE,. 619 Pine Street, Route 2, Louisville, Tex., 26 miles north of
Dallas.
Mr. BALL. But you drive a taxicab in Dallas?
Mr. WHALEP. Yes, sir.
Mr. BALL. Whom do you work for?
Mr. WHALEY. City Transportation
Company.
Mr. BALL. You are au employee of theirs, are you?
Mr. WHALEY. Yes.
Mr. BALL. You don’t own your own cab?
Mr. WHALEY. No, sir ; they don’t allow that in that city.
Mr. BALL. How long have you worked for that company?
Mr. WHALFP. 37 years. Not for that company, sir, but for the original owners, it started out. I have been in with that original company but all banded
together in one cab company.
Mr. BALL. Were you on duty on the 22d of November 1963?
Mr. WHALEY. Yes, sir.
Mr. BALL. What were your hours that day at work?
Mr. WHALEY. Well, my hours run from 6 to 4, sir; 6 in the morning to 4
in the afternoon.
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