erations a great deal of machinery consisting of chains, conveyer belts, motors,
blo\vers, automatic hoppers, grinders, etc., distributed
over some fire floors of
the premises is employed in said operations.
Said machinery must be kept well
greased and oiled. This work required the full time of one man.
3. Lee Harvey Oswald became employed by William B. Reily Company, Inc.
as a greaser and oiler maintenance man on May 70. 1063. His emplo.vment
terminated
on July 19, 1963. During the latter portion of his employment, I
served as his immediate supervisor.
As his supervisor I was aware of Oswald’s
performance or lack thereof of his duties.
4. There were occasions from time to time when I was unable to locate Oswald
in and about the premises and learned that he was in the habit of absenting
himself from the premises without leave and visiting a service station establishment adjacent to the Reily Coffee Company known as Albn’s Crescent City
Garage.
Furthermore,
Oswald had become quite indifferent to the performance
of his duties. I spoke with him from time to time about his absences and his
indifferences, all to no avail. Ultimately
I recommended to my sul)criors that
Oswald be discharged.
11~ request was granted and he was discharged on
July 19, 1963.
Signed this 15th day of June X+64.
(S) Emmett Charles Barbe, Jr.
Ebfbmm
CHARL.E~ BARBE, Jr.

AFFIDAVIT

OF

HILDA

L. SMITH

The following affidavit was executed by Hil&
PRESIDENT’S
COMMISSION
ON THE ASSASSINATION
OF
PRESIDEST
JOHN F. KENNEDY
STATE

L. Smith on June 15, 1984.
AFFIDAVIT

OF LWIEIANA,

Parish op Orleans, ss:
I, Hilda L. Smith, 1205 St. Charles, Apartment 813, New Orleans, La., being
first duly sworn, depose and say :
1. That I was employed by the Louisiana Labor Department, Division of Employment Security, Employment Service, and Unemployment Compensation, 630
Camp Street, New Orleans 12, Louisiana,
on April 20 and April 30, 1963.
2. I interviewed Lee Harvey Oswald when he applied for his initial Interstate
Claim.
3. I recall that when I interviewed
him, he was very evasive. He was very
I only saw him this one time since
abrupt and I considered him unusual.
others handled his Continued Interstate Claim.
4. The signature appearing on the attached Interstate Claim, labelled Louisiana Department of Labor Exhibit No. 2 is my signature.*
Signed this 15th day of June 164.
(S) Hilda L. Smith,
HILDA

AFFIDAVIT

OF

L. SbrITH.

J. RACHAL

The following affidarit was executed by J. Rachal
PRESIDENT’S
COMMISSIO?j
ON THE ASSASSINATION
OF
PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY

on June 22, 1964.
AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF LOUISIANA,

Parish of Orleans, ss:
J. Rachal, of New Orleans, La., being duly sworn says :
*Louisiana
Department
Exhibit
No. 1.
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Exhibit

No. 2 was
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as Smith

1. My name
is J. Rachal.
I am now and have for a number
of years
past
been employed
by the Louisiana
Department
of Labor,
Division
of Employment
Security,
Professional
Unit.
2. In my capacity
as Placement
Interviewer
in the Professional
Unit
of the
Louisiana
State Employment
Security
Division
of the Louisiana
Department
of
Labor,
I had occasion
to become acquainted
with one Lee Harvey
Oswald.
I recall his being in my office and at my desk on April
26, 1963, which
was his initial
visit.
3. At that time Louisiana
Department
of Labor
Exhibit
number
l* was filled
Said Eshibit
number
1 is the
out, in part
by hlr. Oswald
and in part by me.
Registration
Oard
so made out by Lee Harvey
Oswald
and myself,
recording
Oswald’s
registration
as an unemployed
worker
who had come from Texas
and
was seeking
employment
in Sew Orleans.
4. The hand-printing,
with the exception
of the block entitled
“Skills,
Knowledge, Abilities,
and Experience,”
ancl the notations
in the block entitled
“Special information
and employment
counseling
statement,”
and the letters
“RIF”
in the upper
right-hand
corner
of the inside
face of Exhibit
number
1, is that of
the applicant,
Lee Harvey
Oswald.
The writing
other
than that of Lee Harvey
Oswald
is that
of affiant.
The signature
appearing
at the foot of the inside
face of Exhibit
number
1 is that of affiant.
Exhibit
number
I is part
of the
books
and records
of the aforesaid
Division
of Employment
Security
of the
Louisiana
Department
of Labor,
kept
in the usual
and
regular
course
of
business.
5. Exhibit
number
1 reflects
that Lee Harvey
Oswald
first called
at the Unemployment
Division
on April
26, 1963, and at that time was interviewed
by me
and supplied
the personal
data
and prior
employment
and experience
facts
recited
on Exhibit
No. 1.
6. Upon
noting
that
Oswald
had listed
Photographer
as one of his skills,
I
telephonically
contacted
the George
Reppel
Studio,
5220 Elysian
Fields,
to determine if they needed
the services
of a photographer.
Upon learning
that they
could employ
the services
of a photographer,
I directed
Oswald
to report
to that
company
for possible
employment,
and I recorded
th,at reference
on the reverse
side of Exhibit
number
1. A few days later I recontacted
the studio and learned
that Oswald
had not appeared
there.
7. Exhibimt
number
1 also reflects
the fact
that
on April
29, 1963, Oswald
again
reported
to the Unemployment
Compensation
Office at 630 Camp
Street,
which
is ,the claims office. and filed an interstate
claim against
the State of Texas
for unemployment
compensation.
This was a reactivation
of his claim.
I had
learned
from
my earlier
interview
that
Oswald
had therefore
been employed
for relatively
short
periods
of time at Fort
Worth,
Texas,
and Dallas,
Texas.
The letters
“RIF”
‘appearing
in the upper right-hand
corner
of Exhibit
number
1
are an abbreviation
for the words
“Reduction
in Force.”
The presenre
of those
letters
on Exhibit
number
1 means
that Oswald
advised
me that the reason
for
his termination
of employment
at Jaggars,
Chiles,
Stovall
of Dallas,
Texas,
w,as a reduction
in force,
a prerequisite
to a valid
claim
for unemployment
compensation.
8. I recall
that Oswald
was neatly
dressed
with a suit, dress shirt, and tie on
the occasion
of our initial
interview.
On July 22, 1963, he was more casually
dressed.
9. Oswald
returned
after
the April
29, 1963. visit to our office on July 22, 1963.
Between
the April
29 and July
22 dates,
the application
card had been greenlined in the right
hand column
either
because
the applicant
had not come in in
four
weeks
or his claim
had been cancelled
or terminated
sometime
during
that period.
Sometime
subsequent
to July 22, 1963, Oswald’s
application
card
This application
was again green-lined
for one of the two reasons
above stated.
card is marked
Exhibit
number
1.
10. I recall
that Oswald
returned
some time, either
late in July or the forepart
of August
1963, ,seeking
employment
assistance.
In the meantime,
the incident
involving
the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee
had come to my attention.
I had
*Louisiana
No. 1.

Department
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seen Oswald on a television broadcast showing him distributing
Fair Play for
Cuba handbills.
There was reference in the broadcast to his having lived in
Russia, marrying a Russian girl, and returning to this country. I discussed the
matter with my supervisor, Miss Hope Kristofferson.
As a result, it was determined that we should not undertake
to furnish employment references for
him. This was the last contact I had with JIr. Oswald.
11. Louisiana
Department
of Labor Exhibit numbers 10 and ll** are also
records of the Division of Employment Security of the Department
of Labor
of Louisiana in New Orleans. The forms themselves are identical with Exhibit
number 1, and the recorded information
is substantially
identical with the
information
set forth in Exhibit number 1. Exhibits numbers 10 and 11 were
prepared in another section of my Division and reflect the fact that on May 23,
1963, Oswald was referred to Commerce Pictures Company of Sew Orleans
for possible employment as a developer, and the initials “SR” appearing in
green crayon on the reverse side of Exhibit number 10 reflect the fact that
Oswald did not report to the Commerce Picture Company.
Serial number 259
on the same line on which the green
appearing under ‘the heading “Remarks”
crayoned letters “NR” appear means that the unemployed person failed to
respond and that his unemployment compensation would be delayed one week
to make further determination
of the applicant’s status.
12. Inasmuch as Oswald was tan interstate claimant and the libel was against
the State of Texas, his weekly appearances for the purposes of keeping his
interstate claim alive were furnished to the Texas Employment Commi&ion
in Austin, Texas, and they in turn would issue an unemployment check which
would be mailed directly to Oswald.
Oswald’s weekly appearances at our
office were recorded on Form l-B-2.
Signed this 22d day of June 1964.
(S) John Russell Rachal,
J. RACHU.

AFFIDAVIT

OF BOBB

HUNLEY

The following affidavit was executed by Bobb Hunley
PRESIDENT’S
COMMISSION
ON THE ASSASSINATION
OF
PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY
STATE

on June 16, 1964.
AFFIDAVIT

OF LOUISIANA,

Parish of Orleans, 88:
I, Bobb Hunley, employed by the Louisiana
Labor Department, Division of
Employment Security, Employment Service, and Unemployment
Compensation,
630 Camp Street, New Orleans 12, La., being first duly sworn, depose and say:
1. That I recall handling
Lee Harvey Oswald’s Interstate
Claims at the
Division of Dmployment Security office.
2. Generally there is a line of claimants with their IB-2 forms which they
have previously filled out. I sign them and fill in blanks four through eight.
3. I recall nothing unusual about Lee Harvey Oswald.
He usually wore a
T-shirt and light windbreaker.
4. We do not check to see if the claimant has contacted the places listed in
item 14 of the IB-2 form. Thus, I have no knowledge of whether Oswald
contacted the employers he listed.
5. The signatures appearing on the attached Interstate Claims, labelled as
Louisiana Department of Labor Exhibit Nos. 4, 5, ‘7, 8 and 9, and the Interstate
Request for Recommendation
of Monetary Determination,
Louisiana Department of Labor Exhibit Nos. 3 and 6 are my signatures.*
Signed this 16th day of June 1964.
(S) Bobb W. Hunley,
BOBB HUNLEY.
**Louisiana
Department
of Labor Exhibits
Rachal Exhibits
Nos. 2 and 3. respectively.
*Louisiana
Department
of Labor Exhibits
Exhibits
Xos. l-i’, respectively.
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