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D December 29, 1963 7%
- 1:15 p.m.

TELIPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND ABE FORTAS
{to Mr. Fortas)

L) eeve.progress om the Court?

AT Yos siv...and I've been trying to handle this with the greatsst tact and
80 the way we werked it eut {s that Nick aad the Soliciter General are going
to call om the Chief Justics. . sse instead of my deing it..

LBJ Well we msed it zight quick, theugh, because they're already ammsuncing it
in the House and Senate and all over the danmed place and we meed to talk

to the lenders. . .like talking inte a big microphone..

AT I know. And that's why [ asked Nick to gat over theze right away..] talked
to him this meraiag and he's going to takse the Solicitor Genaral and de it.
LBJ All right, How many men om the Commission are we golag to have? >
AF Well, if you bhad Dulles and the General, and two {rom the Houss, twe from
’ the Senate, then ths Chisf Justics..
LBJ Whko do you think of as the Genersl ? !
Ar Culy cas I can think of snd I dou’t know many of those fallows. . .is Norstadt..
LBJ ese.if 1 had any idea who we wamted. ..
AF Se I thougit we'd probadly have to take Eastland and the ranking minority

meamber of the Judiciary Committes and similariy on the House but maybe
not. . . it wouldn't secessarily be Judiciary Committes..

LBJ Yes, but Seller..God 1 hate to. .. what would you think about John McCoy{ ?)
instead of Gensral Noretadt?

AF 1 think that'd be gresat..he’s a wonderful men. .and & very dear friend of miss
+ ' deveted te him.

LBY Let's thiak along that line..now, can we do this by Executive Order.

\F Yes sir.

1;3 Caa wa infringe upon the Congress in any way ia doing it... relfect on them

3 in any way?
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No sir. .l think oa the contyary...you know all these sditerials are saying
this weuld be a shame to have all these imvestigations. ..l thisk the country
will think the Cangnss started acting wisely for & change.. .1 think it would
be a grest thing, Mr. President, for them and for the country.

Whe would you think shout in the Semate 7 I'd & whele lot .. man [ weuld have

.o - i to have. . . somehedy like that. . .that e Chairman . . . would rather
have Russaell than Eastlasd.

Oh, I would too. Yes eir...fer anythiag. ..l'd rather have him for swet
anything. . that weuld de weaderful if that could be arranged. 1 dide't thisk
abowut that becanss I thought it would de..

I'd like te have Russell and Cooper. . .be my twe.

That would be marvelious. . simply marvelous. . on the House side we could get
Hale Boggs..

Well, he's talking, all the God damned time. .he's a good fellow but he's done
amnounced it in the House...

Well, that's what I mean, .and I thought maybe this weuld help get it six through

mAdoyuhnth?

Well I mean just the agresment that they'll do this in lieu of a Sexale and House
investigation. .

Well, ha's agreedts that. .

That's wenderful

Awnd McCormack has agreed te it...]1 would guess, what’s his nams. . thes fellow
MeCulloch. . he's the rasking Republicau. . .he's preity geed...or Jerry Ferd..
1 weuid think Jerry Ferd would be good of the Republisans. .

Well thatll be fine. How abeut...is littis old Caszi Albert...what sbeut Mm?
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1 don't know whether he'd taks it or not. .. Yes, I think that'd be pretty geed.
1 don't know whether we'd get away. .. it might be a slap at Hale Af we did
M.'

That's what I'm afreid of..

Might ba. .ought to Hals and McCullouch. .

Yes sir...] wonder if we aren’t stuck with Hals.....

Is heard to say "Mac, write those names dowa for me befere I forgat them

« «« wa have the Chiaf Justice , . Joha McClay and Allen Dulles. ..that's three..
we'll tzy %0 got Jerry Ford as a Rapublican and Hala Boggs ss a Demeerwst..
in the House. .then we'll try to get Russeill and Coepecr..

Now 1 don't know the Chisf Justice may mot want to d» this but I'll aall

Nick immediately and ses Lf he's got a report yet. He should have gone

over there right away. .l really gave him the heot-foot..

Well, they've already snoounced it.. you call him back and see what the
hell i» bappening..

Who's announced it.

Hale Beggs..get dowa... yeu see 1 had to tell him what we were contemplating
v+ 60 he got down on the flacr of ths House. . some jerk got up and said

something. . 80 he thought he had to show his knewledge. .

OCh, Loxd. ! thought you meant he'd just anmounce the House was going to
investigate. ..

Well, no, he amnounced there was going to be & high-level commissien

1 see

Mivhyl‘mn!&;...nulwth-w. 1 guens we havs to talk te thase
fellows befere we anncunce we're going to appoint them, doa't we?

Yeos air

AlL right. Ged, I'm not omeh. ...l thizk we ought to eniar them to de it
and let them bellyache. .

Thank you sir.
Yon call me, mow., Bye
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