
Mr. JENNER. Well, we very much appreciate your cooperation and help and 
in sticking with us now and going into all of this with us, and at the moment, I 
don’t have in mind anything further, hut it is possible that while I am still here 
in Dallas this week or next week, or afterwards, I might wish to get in touch 
with you and have you further estend your deposition. 

Mr. ~~AMANTOV. All right, sir. 
Mr. JENNER. We will close the taking of the deposition of Mr. hlamantov at 

this point. 

TESTIMONY OF MRS. DOROTHY GRAVITIS 

The testimony of Mrs. Dorothy Graritis was taken at 1 p.m., on April 6, lS64, 
in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay 
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. David W. Belin, assistant counsel of the Tresident’s 
Commission. Ilya A. Mamantov, interpreter. 

Mr. BELIN. I am going to ask you both to stand up. Would you raise your 
right hand. Mrs. Gravitis and Mr. Ilya Uamantor, do you solemnly swear, 
Mrs. Gravitis that the testimony you are about to give, and Mr. Mamantov, the 
translation that you are about to give, will be the, truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

hlrs. GEAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. MAMANTOV. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Your name is Mrs. Dorothy Gravitis? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Where do you live? 
Mrs. GRAVITIB. Today? 
Mr. BELIN. Now. 
Mrs. GRA~ITIS. Richardson, Tex., 2444 Fairway Circle (AD 5-2873). 
Mr. BELIN. Is that a suburb of Dallas? 
Mrs. GRA~ITIS. That’s correct. 
Mr. BELIN. Mrs. Gravitis, is your daughter married to Mr. hlamantov? 
hIrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Where were you born? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Latvia. 
Mr. BELIN. hfay I ask approximately how old you are? 
Mrs. GR~~ITIS. Seventy-four years old. 
Mr. BELIX. Did you live in Latvia all your life before coming to America? 
JLrs. GR.\TITIS. First I,atvia was independent. It was part of Russia. I was 

born in Latvian territory, which was at that time Russia. 
I was educated in Russia, in Moscow. 
I was teaching in the Russian territ.ory, and after that in Latvian territory, 

before Latvia became independent, in Ventspils, the name of the city where I 
was teaching in Latvia. 

Mr. BELIN. Latvia became independent in 1918? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIS. And remained independent until Russia annexed these three 

Baltic countries around 1939, or so? 
Mrs. GBAVITIS. 1940. In 1913, I got married. 
Mr. JLAJIASTOV. Do you need a very detailed story on her life? 
Mr. BELIN. No. 
Mrs. GRAVITIS [through interpreter]. I lived until 1950 in Ventspils, and 

then I and my husband were evacuated to St. Petersburg or Petrograd at that 
time. This was in 1915. 

Mr. BELIN. Now it is Leningrad? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Leningrad. 
Mr. BELIN. Let me ask you this. Did you stay in either Russia or Latvia 

from that time on until after-for how long? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. From 1915 to 1919, in Petrograd. Then in 1919 I and my 

131 



daughter came to Latvia. My husband remained in Petrograd. They didn’t 
let him out. 

Mr. BELIN. From 1919 onward, where did you live? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. From that time, until 1940, I lived and worked as a teacher 

in Latvia. 
Mr. BELIN. Where did you teach? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I taught mathematics, approximately the equivalent to junior 

high, and the Russian language. 
Mr. BELIN. Did you work for the State or for a private school? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. State school. 
Mr. BELIN. From 1940, where did you live and what did you do? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. At that time it became the Soviet Union, part of the Soviet 

Union, and I lived in the same spot in Latvia. 
Mr. BELIN. Do you know the city? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Zilupe, which is about half a mile from the Russian border. 
Mr. BELIN. How long did you stay there? From 1940 on? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. All the time. 
Mr. BELIN. Until when? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I worked 1 year under the communistic government as a 

teacher until 1941. Then I was teaching under the German occupation as a 
teacher until 1943. Then I came to live with Mr. Mamantov in 1943, in Rlga, 
which is the Latvian Capital. 

Mr. BELIN. Up to 1940, had your husband left Petrograd to move back to 
Latvia with you? 

Mrs. GR~VITIS. When I came with my daughter to Latvia in 1919, I didn’t 
go back any more, and my husband joined me in February 1923. 

Mr. BELIN. And he stayed until how long ? Did he stay with you in Latvia 
then, and what happened to him? 

Mrs. GRA~ITIS. When he came to Latvia, he was a railroad station manager 
immediately, or became. And I was a teacher in that town. And we lived 
there until 1941, until he was arrested. 

Mr. BELIN. Do you know what ever became of him? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I don’t know. Just recently I received a letter from my sister- 

in-law and she said that he died in Siberia and didn’t know when. 
Mr. BELIN. When did you leave Latvia, and where did you go? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. 1944, I went to Germany. 
Mr. BELIN. You went with your daughter and son-in-law? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes ; and two children. 
Mr. BELIN. And your two children? 
Mrs. G~AVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Your two grandchildren? 
Mrs. GB~VITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Where did you stay in Germany? 
Mrs. G~A~ITIS. In Bavaria. 
Mr. BELIN. In a camp? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. No; not immediately. We were all the time together, and 

so we came to Bavaria in October 1944, and stayed in private residences until 
August 1945, and at that time we went to DP camp near Guenzburg. 

Mr. BELIN. How long did you stay in the DP camp? Until when? 
Mrs. GBAVITIS. Four years in-until October of 1949, when we went to Brem- 

erhaven and proceeded to the United States. 
Mr. MAMANTOV. She left 2 weeks ahead of us because her name started with 

“a,,. 
Mr. BELIN. Where did you go in the United States when you got here? Where 

have you lived since you have come here? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. In New York City. 
Mr. BELIN. How long did you live in New York, and where have you lived 

since then? 
Mrs. GBAVITIS. Approximately 1% or 2. However, we left New York Febm- 

ary 28,1952. 
Mr. BELIN. And you came to-- 
Mrs. GRA~ITIS. To Post, Tex. 
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Mr. BELIX. Is that near Dallas? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. 325 miles west of Dallas. 
Mr. BELIN. How long did you stay in Post, Tex.? 
Mrs. GR~~ITIS. I am sorry, Brownfield, which is 38 miles north of Post. 
Mr. BELIN. Where have you lived in Texas since then? 
Mrs. GR~~ITIS. Quite a few places, because I don’t remember the small towns. 

Brownfield, Lubbock, and again Brownfield. 
Jlr. BELIR’. Since you have come to Texas, have you always lived with your 

daughter and son-in-law? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Jlr. BELIS [to Xr. Jlamantor]. So in your deposition, I would assume then. 

Mr. Jlamantov, what you said, I would find the places you have lived in Texas? 
Jlr. Jl~~asrov. That’s correct. 
Mr. BELIX. Before coming to Texas, did you do anything in Europe other 

than teach? Any occupation other than teaching when you were in Europe? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Before we left Latvia, you mean? 
Mr. BELIN. Yes. 
Mrs. GR~~ITIS. I was a housewife also. ih;o other profession. 
Mr. BELIS. Since coming to America, what has been your occupation? 
Mrs. GRATITIS. In Sew York I was part-time janitor together with Mr. Ma- 

mantov, on Broadway somewhere. Was cleaning the sidewalks and heating the 
furnace. The people helped me, the neighbors helped me to clean the sidewalks. 

I was raising the grandchildren, and by that time we had three. One was 
born in Germany. Then after that I sewed and taught Russian, individual 
students. 

Mr. BELIN. This is generally what you have done then since coming to Texas, 
is private tutoring? 

Mrs. GBAVITIS. And sewing. The sewing is the main point, but tutoring on 
and off, because it is not enough students. 

Mr. BEXIN. When did you first become acquainted with Ruth Paine, Mrs. 
Michael Paine? 

Nrs. GRATITIS. I was teaching in Berlitz School here in Dallas. I was 
also teaching Mrs. Paine. This was 3 years ago, but I don’t remember the date 
when I started. And Xrs. Paine used to take Russian instructions at the 
Berlitz school, but not from me. I can add this. 

Mr. BELIN. Do you know how much the Berlitz School of Russian lessons 
cost? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. You mean how much I got paid? 
Mr. BELIN. No ; how much Mrs. Paine paid ? 
Mrs. GUVITIS. I don’t know for sure. The principal didn’t tell me, but 

I heard somewhere from $5 to $6. 
Mr. BELIN. That is at the Berlitz School? 
Mrs. GRA~ITIS. He paid me $2.50. 
Mr. BELIX. $2.50 for a private lesson? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Being directly, not through the Berlitz School? 
Mrs. GRAVITIB. No ; I received remuneration. 
Mr. BELIN. The Berlitz School paid you $2&O? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. For how long a teaching session would this be? 
Mrs. GBAVITIS. One hour. 
Mr. BELIN. A private session at the Berlitz School for one hour, or would 

this be several people in the class? 
Mrs. GUVITIS. If I had one student, then I received $2.50. If I had two, 

then I received $3. 
Mr. BELIN. When you taught Mrs. Paine, was there generally one student? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Excuse me, I never taught Mrs. Paine. Mrs. Paine was tak- 

ing lessons before I came to that school. 
Mr. BELIN. How did you get in contact with Mrs. Paine? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I gave two lessons to Mrs. Paine at the Berlitz School. This 

way I became acquainted and she said it was too expensive, and Mrs. Paine 
dropped out of school. 
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Mr. MAMANTOV. After she dropped out, Mrs. Paine called me at the ofece 
and asked me to teach, and I refused, but I suggested my mother-in-law would 
teach her at home. 

Mr. B~IN. At whose home? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. At our home. I mean it is a private lesson for $3 per hour, 

private lesson. 
Mr. BELIN. When Mrs. Paine was taking from you those two lessons at the 

Berlitz School, was there anyone else in the class with her? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She was by herself and I gave her only two lessons. 
Mr. BELIN. What kind of student was Mrs. Paine? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She was a good student, talented, serious. 
Mr. BELIN. Had she had any contact with any other Russian teachers, that 

you know of, in Russia? 
Mrs. GFCAVITIS. Pardon me? 
Mr. BELIN. Did Mrs. Paine have any contact with any Russian teachers in 

Russia? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. What do you know about this? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I was correcting the lessons. I had the letters-Mrs. Paine 

was writing to this particular teacher. The name of this teacher was Nina, and 
she was teaching English language, beginning classes. Some were in Russian, 
somewhere in Russia. I don’t remember the name of the city. 

Mr. BELIN. Do you know how Mrs. Paine got in contact with this Russian 
teacher? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. I asked her, and as far as I remember, she said through a 
youth organization, but she didn’t go into detail. I didn’t question her any 
more. 

Mr. BELIN. Do you know what the name of the youth organization was? 
Mrs. GBAVITIS. No; I don’t. 
Mr. BJ~LIN. Or was it a political youth organization? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I don’t know. 
Mr. BF.LIN. In the letters that you translated or corrected did the grammar 

of Mrs. Paine, contain any political discussion? 
Mrs. GR~VITIS. Letters, you mean? 
Mr. BELIN. The letters that Mrs. Paine was sending to the teacher, or the 

letters you saw from the teacher, was there any political discussion involved? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. No. 
Mr. BELIS. When did you first start teaching Mrs. Paine? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I started some time during the summer before Mrs. Paine’s 

son was born, who was born in February, the following February, and then 
she discontinued taking lessons. 

Mr. BELIN. What period would this have been? What year? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Approximately 3 years ago. The boy right now is 3 years old, 

so we say 1961. 
Mr. BELJN. 1969, wouldn’t it? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. The boy was born in 1961. Yes; 1960, the summer of 1969. 
Mr. BELIN. After the boy was born, did you ever give her any more Russian 

language lessons? 
Mrs. GIZAVITIS. Yes; during the fall when the boy was a few months old. 
Mr. BELIN. Did you keep up contact with Mrs. Paine after she quit taking 

lessons? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. When did you first hear or learn about Marina Oswald? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Either April or May. Probably April. Mr. and Mrs. Fred- 

ricksen came to our house and told us they had attended a party, that there 
was an American who came recently from the Soviet Union, and his wife is a 
Russian. 

Mr. BELIN. When did you first have a conversation with Marina Oswald? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I never have talked with her in person, but only on the phone. 

In May of that particular year, Mrs. Paine went to San Antonio, and she asked 
me would I help Marina because she doesn’t know the English language and 
nobody could help her. 
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Mr. BELIN. This was Mrs. Paine? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She asked me to help, and Marina was pregnant at that time. 
Mr. RELIN. Let me ask you this. Have you ever met Marina Oswald? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. No. 
Mr. BELIN. Have you ever met, or did you ever meet Lee Harvey Oswald, 

her husband? 
Mrs. GICAVITIS. No. 
Mr. BELIS. Did you ever talk to I,ee Harvey Oswald ou the telephone? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. No. 
Mr. BELIN. Did you ever talk to Marina Oswald on the telephone? 
Mrs. Gn4vITIs. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. How many times, approximately, have you talked to Marina 

Oswald? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Two. 
Mr. BELIS. When did the first conversation take place, and what was said? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. The time when Xrs. Paine went to San Antonio, we had a 

severe storm, and the next day in the morning, I called Marina at the Paine’s 
home. 

Mr. BELIS. This would have been when? 
Mrs. GR.~VITIS. I think this was in May 1962, or 1963, I forget. This was 

this past summer, 1963. 
Mr. BELIN. What did Marina Oswald say ? Did she say where she was from 

and where she lived before she came to this country? 
Mrs. GRATITIS. I asked her where did she come from, from what city in 

Russia. The answer was, she came from Leningrad and used to live in Lenin- 
grad, on Ligovka Street. 

Mr. B&IN. Did she say she lived anywhere else other than Leningrad? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She said she lived in Minsk and got married in Minsk, and 

together with her husband-excuse me it is just the reverse. She lived in 
Minsk, got married in Minsk, and went to Leningrad and lived on this street in 
Leningrad. 

Mr, BFZLIN. After she was married? 
Mrs. GRAMTIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. She lived in Leningrad with her husband after she got married? 
Mr. MAMANTOV. Would you mind if she started again? 
Mr. BELIN. Let’s start at the beginning now. 
Mrs. GSAYITIS. In Minsk she got married. This is White Russia. And then 

together with her husband arrived at Leningrad. They lived in Leningrad on 
this street, Ligovka Street. 

Mr. MAMANMV. Kow mother stresses that so much, because she remembers this 
part in Petrograd very well, and this was the laborers, the poor part of Lenin- 
grad-1 mean of Petrograd at that time, and somehow brought mother’s memory 
back to Petrograd. 

Mr. BELIN. Did she say what she did in Leningrad and Minsk after she was 
married, or what her husband did? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. I asked her what is her profession. She said she is a pharma- 
cist. And I was surprised at 22 years and pharmacist. 

Mr. BELIN. Did she say what her husband did in Russia? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I didn’t ask and she didn’t say. 
Mr. BUN. Did she say what her father did? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. No. She said that she didn’t have parents. Father and 

mother were dead, and for this reason she had easier time to get out of Russia. 
Mr. BELIN. Did she have a stepfather? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I don’t know. - 
Mr. BELIN. Did she say why she came to the United States? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She said her husband was returning home and she came 

with her husband. I was very surprised how did the Soviet Union let you out, 
I asked Marina. She said, “We had a luck.” 

Mr. BELIN. Did she say anything else about that? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. “Husband doesn’t have work here.” I mean in the United 

States, and so her husband didn’t have any income, and for this reason she 
lives at Mrs. Paine’s home. 
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Mr. IIELIX. Did she give any other statements about how she happened to get 
out of Russia other than that she had luck? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. I didn’t ask and I felt she wouldn’t tell me. I mean, I didn’t 
ask, and I feel if I asked, Marina wouldn’t tell me. Sobody who is coming out 
from there would tell how they got out or why they got out. She was com- 
plaining that her husband didn’t have lvork here and couldn’t get a job. I 
replied that everybody who wants to work in the United States can get a job. 
Then she asked me what kind of work you mean. I said any kind of laboring 
work is possible. Roadwork or any kind of work. And she said that her 
husband thinks that such type of work is below his dignity. 

Mr. BELIK. Did she say whether or not her husband was a Communist? 
Mr. MAJIANTOT. She would like to ask you now what do you understand by 

the word Communist? 
Mr. BELIN. Well, I would like to have your mother-in-law explain just 

what she would call it. 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I had a conversation. I said here in Dallas is a person or a 

gentleman who helps many Russians who are arriving in this city, or who has 
helped in the past, Mr. Bouhe. Marina said, “Yes, I know him.” She said her 
husband and Mr. Bouhe don’t match in their characters. And I replied that 
you think probably not match the characters, but they agree in their principles, 
and she said, “Yes.” 

Mr. MAMANTOV. She said, my husband-and this word, I don’t know exactly 
how to translate it-1 mistranslated it for the FBI, this word, and I think in your 
investigation it is very important. 

She replied that her husband is now-1 could not translate just the in- 
dividual word. I have to give you the meaning of the Russian word, which 
was developed fairly recently-that my husband is a person who believes in 
ideas, and it means ideals of the Communist movement. Now, I can give you 
the translation of this word if you would like to insert, because maybe in 
Washington you can get a better description of this word. 

Mr. BELIN. Can you spell the word? 
hlr. MAMANTOV. Yes ; ideinyi-which has political connotations, and it means 

a person who believes in the Communist movement, Communist ideals, but 
doesn’t hold yet a ticket or membership in the Communist Party. But this is 
a step to achieve the membership in the Communist Party. 

And I think it is very important, which mother emphasizes, and I translated 
it in the FBI report, “idealist,” which is not correct. So it is broken down 
first, pioneer. Second, the membership in the Youth Communist Party. Third, 
the candidate for the Communist Party. And this third step is eventually for 
this particular work. 

Mr. BELIN. As I understand it now, you say there are various stages to be- 
come a member of the Communist Party in Russia, is that correct? 

Mr. MAMANTOV. When mother heard this word from Marina, she couldn’t 
talk to her any more or ask her any questions, because this stage of the person 
becoming a full time member Communist was most dangerous for the people 
in Russia or in Latvia or in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. BELIN. What do ydu mean by most dangerous? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I mean that this is the most dangerous stage, because this 

person or during this stage, they are spying on other people. They are spying 
on other people to gain personal reward from the communistic people. 

Mr. BELIN. In other words, they had to do certain deeds when they go to 
the last stage, which is the actual Communist membership, is that it? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. I also said in the previous conversation, which I can 
assure you that this is true, which I know from my personal experience. 
When I was teaching from 1940 until 1941, people like this, who were in this 
particular stage, who were not yet members of the Communist Party, were spying 
on me, listening behind the door when I was teaching in the class, and this 
way it is my experience from that. 

hlr. BELIN. I believe that she said that a very small percentage of the Rus- 
sians are actual members of the Communist Party, and that it 1s the screening 
process that gets memberships, is that correct? 

Mr. MAMANTOV. Yes. It is a small percent of population are the members, 
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are the actual members of the Communist Party, and to become, they have to 
gain reward. I mean, they have to be advanced by the individual deed. 

Mr. BELIX. About what percent are members of the Communist Party? 
Mr. MAMANTOV. Are you asking her at that time when she left or what it is 

now ? 
Mr. BELIN. Both. 
Mrs. GRA~ITIS. At that time there were approximately 2 million, which is 1 

percent, approximately. And I have read recently that there are approximately 
5 or more million people members. 

Mr. BELIIV. But she doesn’t know of her own knowledge? 
Mr. ~IAMANTOV. She read. She said that she read recently also that there 

are approximately 20 million of the communistic youth members, or members 
of the communistic youth organization. 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. If you don’t belong to that organization, you cannot get 
education. You cannot advance in your educational system. 

Mr. BELIE. Did Marina Oswald say whether she was a Communist? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She said that when she got married she was expelled from 

the communistic youth organization, which in Russia is called Komsomol. 
Mr. BELIS. Did she say why she was expelled? 
Mrs. GRATITIS. Because she married an American. I understood that this 

was the reason why she was expelled. And I asked how did they allow you 
to leave the Soviet Union. When you are expelled, they considered them as 
enemies of the people, and they don’t give them permission even to work, a 
working permit. And they don’t give those people also the free education or 
scholarship. 

Mr. BELIX. When you are expelled from the Communist movement, does this 
affect whether or not you get out of the country? 

Mrs. GBAVITIS. I don’t know. I think it wouldn’t help. 
Mr. BELIN. Did Marina Oswald say anything else about her husband? 
Mrs. GBAVITIS. No. 
Mr. BELIN. Did she say much about the people that she knew here in 

Dallas, Tex.? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She said that many Russians helped her and Americans here 

in this vicinity helped her. She said that she wouldn’t like to meet with the 
Russians any more. 

Mr. BELIN. Why not? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Because Russians are asking too many questions. I feel that 

because she got tired of being questioned all the time. 
Mr. BELIN. Did Marina Oswald say whether or not she would take any work 

here? 
Mr. MAMANTO~. They haven’t talked on this particular subject. However, 

mother’s interpretation is that she couldn’t work because she has a small child. 
She talked only about her husband who didn’t have work and they didn’t have 
an automobile. 

Mr. BELIN. Didn’t have an automobile? 
Mrs. GBAVITIS. That’s correct. 
Mr. BELIN. Did her husband know how to drive? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I don’t know. 
Mr. BEIJN. Did she say anything about her husband as a photographer? 
Mrs. GRA~ITIS. Tes; he would like to obtain a job as a photographer. And I 

understood that he was in Oak Cliff a photographer, and when he went to New 
Orleans, he continued to look for a job as a photographer. 

Mr. BELIS. Did Marina Oswald say anything about what her husband did or 
had done in Russia and where he had gone? 

Mrs. GR~~ITIS. No; only that he was in Minsk and then Leningrad so much. 
I didn’t ask her any more questions. 

Mr. BELIN. Could he travel in Russia? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I don’t know. 
Mr. BELIN. What kind of living acrommodations did Lee Harvey Oswald have 

in Russia? A house, or an apartment, or what? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She said that in Leningrad they had a room, and she volun- 
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teered to say that the room was better than the Russian people locally would 
have. 

Mr. BELIP\‘. Why was this? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Was because her husband was an American. 
JIr. BELIS. Was it just that he was an American? Did she say, or was it 

because he was in this so-called third stage of the-of becoming a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mrs. GR~~ITIS. I don’t know. 
Mr. BELIS. Did she say anything about whether or not the husband, Lee 

Harvey Oswald, had a gun in Russia or whether he went hunting there? 
\Irs GR.~YITIS A . . Yo. . A 
Mr. BELIN. She didn’t say anything? 
JIrs. GR~VITIS. I didn’t hare time to talk. It is my personal opinion, if he is 

just an alerage man in Russia, he wouldn’t have any chance to have a gun or 
rifle or shotgun in Russia. 

Xr. BELIN. What about to become a member of a hunting club or go hunting? 
JIrs. GRATITIS. This is so in America. There is no such thing as hunting clubs 

over there. 
JIr. BELIS. You know of no snch hunting clubs over there? 
Mrs. GR~VITIS. Of conrse there are trappers, but either they are professional 

trappers or they are members of the communistic party. Otherwise, you have 
to hare permission to have a firearm. 

Mr. BELIS. You hare to be a member of the Communist Party to belong to a 
hunting club? 

Mrs. GRAYITIS. I don’t know. 
JIr. BELIN. Did ;\larina Os\vald say anything about ever going for walks to 

discuss things so they wouldn’t be overheard when they were in Russia? 
JIrs. GRA~ITIS. Ko. 
JIr. BELIIN. When you say that the living accommodations were better because 

Lee Harvey Oswald was an American, what do you mean they were better? In 
what way would they be better than the average person there? 

Mrs. GRAYITIS. The room was larger, cleaner, and probably in a better area of 
the city. I think, because he would write to his relatives, that he certainly would 
say that he had better accommodations. 

Mr. BELIN. What did Marina Oswald say about how she liked the United 
States? 

Mrs. GRATITIS. She liked the United States and she also said that she was 
watching TT’ that particular day when they talked, and she saw our President 
being in the crowd and shaking hands with people. It was unbelievable. She 
said it is unbelievable such a freedom. 

JIr. BELIS. Did she say anything about whether she belonged to a church? 
i\lrs. GRAVITIS. In Russia or in the United States? 
Mr. BELIN. Here in the States. 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. She didn’t say that she belonged to a church, but she did say 

that she christened her daughter or she had christened her daughter. 
Mr. BELIN. And what church? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. The Greek Orthodox. It is called Eastern Orthodox. 
Mr. BELIN. Here in Dallas? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Was there anything else in this first conversation that you had 

with her that she said about her husband? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. First of all, what struck me was that she said it is below his 

dignity to take any kind of work. That surprised me very much. That is my 
personal interpretation. 

Mr. BELIX. My question is this. Is there anything else that Marina Oswald 
said about her husband? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. No. 
Mr. BELIN. Now did you have any other telephone conversations with Marina 

Oswald? 
Mrs. CRAVITIS. Two times. 
Mr. BELIN. Two more? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Twice in total. 
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Mr. BELIN. Two conversations in total? 

Mrs. GRAVITIB. That’s correct. 
Mr. BELIN. Now, the first one you said was in May of 1963? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. That’s right. 
Mr. BELIN. When was the second one? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. Approximately maybe 2 or 3 weeks. I don’t remember ex- 
actly when Mrs. Paine came back from San Antonio. 

Mr. BELIX. This would be, say, June of 1!963? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Approximately. Before she went to New Orleans. 

Mr. BELIN. Have you ever talked to Marina Oswald since that time? 
Mrs. G~avrrrs. No. 
Mr. BELIN. Have you ever talked to Mrs. Paine about either Marina Oswald 

or Lee Harvey Oswald since these conversations with Marina Oswald, or about 
that time? Have you ever since talked to Mrs. Paine about the Oswalds? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIX. What did you say, and what did Mrs. Paine say? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. Mrs. Paine told me that Oswald obtained a job as a pho- 
tographer in Sew Orleans, and now Marina can join him and go to New Orleans. 

Mr. BIXLIX. Did Mrs. Paine ever invite you over to the home to meet Marina 
Oswald or her husband? 

Mrs. GRAVITIS. No; but she offered to bring Marina to our house. I mean, 
she didn’t invite me to her own house, but offered to bring Marina to our house. 

Mr. BELIE’. What did you say to that? 
Mrs. GIWMTIS. She can bring Marina, but not her husband. 

Mr. BELIN. Why didn’t you want her husband? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Because he was using again this word, ideinyi. He was in the 

third stage of obtaining the Communist membership. Because I am afraid, 
and all of us are afraid that they are collecting some information on us and 
notifying their own people. 

Mr. BELIN. By the use of the word “they,” who do you mean? Lee Harvey 

Oswald, Marina Oswald, or both, or some other person? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Oswald-the people who are in this particular stage trying to 

get promotion. So they would spy on us. I had a fear. 
Mr. BELIN. Did you think or did you say anything to Mrs. Paine about whether 

Marina Oswald had anything to do with this group that might be trying to spy, 

or what have you? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. If I said to-- 
Mr. BELIN. To Mrs. Paine? 

Mrs. GRA~ITIS. So; have not said. However, I said to Mrs. Paine to be more 
careful. 

Mr. BELIN. What did Mrs. Paine say to that? 

Mrs. GRavITIS. She said, “don’t worry.” Mrs. Paine is an American woman, 
and she is very naive, as all Americans are naive, nice, and very generous. 

Mr. BELIN. Are you a citizen, Mrs. Gravitis? 
Mrs. G~AVITIS. Yes. 
Mr. BELIN. Are you coming here voluntarily to testify before the Warren 

Commission, the President’s Commission on the Assassination of President 

Kennedy? 
Mrs. GR~~ITIS. Yes; we received a letter from Washington, of course. 
Mr. BELIN. But you are here voluntarily to testify here? You have been 

asked to come here? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Nobody dragged us here; yes. We certainly volunteered, if 

you interpret it that way. 
Mr. BELIN. Is there any other information you can give about Lee Harvey 

Oswald or Marina Oswald that you feel might be helpful in any way? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. You mean personal opinion? 

Mr. BEL.IN. Go ahead. 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Mrs. Paine told me that Oswald-I did not know her last 

name, she always called her Marina and Lee-so Mrs. Paine told me that Lee 
wants to send his wife to the Soviet Union. I asked why. She said, “She was 
pregnant.” And she said, “Lee said that he doesn’t have money to pay doctor 
bills, but had enough money to send her back to the Soviet Union.” I said that 
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this isn’t true. I was surprised, and I replied that this isn’t true, because it is 
possible if a person doesn’t have money, that medical help would be given for 
free here in the States. That is, Mrs. Paine mas surprised if this could be true, 
that we could get local free help. I suggested to her to contact her personal 
physician and he will send Marina somewhere. 

She said I will go on my way back from vacation and pick up Marina and 
bring her. And then when she got back, she called me again and said she is 
very happy for this suggestion, that Marina got free medical help, had another 
baby, and even the doctor offered with her dental work, and she said the treat- 
ment was excellent in the hospital. I was very surprised how Mrs. Paine didn’t 
know, and Oswald being also an American didn’t know that local help or local 
medical help is available to people who don’t have money. 

Mr. BELIN. Did Mrs. Paine or Marina Oswald or anyone say anything more 
to you about Marina Oswald or Lee Harvey Oswald that you think should be 
noted here, that we should discuss? 

Mrs. GFCAVITIS. Maybe, but I don’t remember right now. 
Mr. BFZLIN. Is there anything else that you care to add? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Mrs. Paine told me that Lee is very bad husband, that he even 

hit her, Marina. 
Mr. BELIN. When did Mrs. Paine tell you this? 
Mrs. GF.AVITIS. When she went to pick up Marina in New Orleans. She said, 

“I have to go in person to pick her up because I cannot write her things like 
that, that Lee would read her letters and then would reprimand his wife.” 

Mr. BELIN. Did she say whether Marina said that this had been different, 
that Lee had always been this way about hitting his wife, or was this some- 
thing different that happened when they came to New Orleans? 

Mrs. GRARTIS. Marina did not tell me. 
Mr. BELIN. I mean Mrs. Paine? 
Mrs. GRAYITIS. I didn’t ask and she didn’t say. 
Mr. BELIN. Is there any other information that you can think of that might 

be helpful here? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Mrs. Paine was at our house the first of April of this year, 

1964. I asked if she thought if Marina would know if Lee had intended to 
kill somebody, or President. And Mrs. Paine replied that she thought that 
Marina did not know. However, she felt that Marina knew that Oswald was 
in Mexico, but she didn’t tell Xarina. 

Mr. BELIN. What do you mean she didn’t tell Marina? 
Mrs. GRAVITIB. Excuse me, Marina didn’t tell Mrs. Paine. Marina knew 

that Oswald was in Mexico, but about his being there, didn’t tell Mrs. Paine. 
Mr. BELIS. Why do you feel that Mexico was very important? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. Because I felt that he was preparing himself for a trip some- 

where; either Cuba or somewhere else. 
Mr. BELIN. But this is just a feeling, or did you have any facts upon which 

to base it? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. No ; this is my personal feeling. 
Mr. BELIN. Any other facts that you know of that might be helpful here? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I would help you more, but I don’t have enough acquaintance 

here in town that I really feel that I would know more. I know Mrs. Paine 
beside her Russian tutoring so well, because Mrs. Paine or her husband left 
her. She was separated or still is separated, so Mrs. Paine more or less came 
to me an elderly person for advice. Her husband came home after the Presi- 
dent was assassinated. 

Mr. BELIS. Why did he come home, do you know? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. I asked her, but Mrs. Paine said she don’t know why. And 

she still has domestic problems. I feel that he would like to make it easier 
on her after that particular time. 

Mr. BELIN. Anything else you can think of that might be relevant? 
Mrs. GRAVITIS. No. 
Mr. BELIN. Well, we want to thank you very much for coming down here, 

Mrs. Gravitis, and also thank you very much, for your help. 
Mrs. GRA~ITIS. Thank you; Mr. Belin. 
Mr. BELIN. Your mother-in-law has the opportunity to read the deposition 



and sign it or make corrections. Do you want to come down and do that with 
her some time, or do you want to waive the signing and let it go directly to 
Washington? 

Mr. MAMANTOV. She trusts you without signing. 
Mr. BELIN. So you waive the signing? 
Mr. MAMANTOV. Yes. 

TESTIMONY OF PAUL RODERICK GREGORY 

The testimony of Paul Roderick Gregory was taken at 4 p.m., on March 31, 
1964, in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay 
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Wesley J. Liebeler, assistant connsel of the Presi- 
dent’s Commission. 

Mr. LIEBELER. Would you rise and I will swear you as a witness? 
Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the 

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. GREGORY. I do. 
Mr. LIEBELEB. I would like to advise you that my name is Wesley J. Liebeler. 

I am a member of the legal staff of the President’s Commission investigating the 
assassination of President Kennedy. I have been authorized to take your 
deposition by the Commission pursuant to authority granted to it by Executive 
Order 11130, dated November 29, 1963, and Joint Resolution of Congress No. 137. 

I understand that Mr. Rankin wrote you a letter either last wwk or the week 
before last, with respect to your appearance to give testimony. I believe that 
he included a copy of the Executive order and the Resolution of Congress, as 
well as a copy of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure relating to the taking 
of testimony ; isn’t that right? 

Mr. GREQOBY. Yes. 
LMr. LIEBELER. I want to inquire of you today concerning your knowledge of 

Lee Harvey Oswald and Marina Oswald, which we understand you gained as a 
result of your association with the Oswalds, basically during 1962. 

Mr. G-BY. Yes. 
Mr. LIEBELEB. Would you state your full name for the record, please? 
Mr. GREOORY. Paul Roderick Gregory. 
Mr. LIEBELER. You are presently a student of the University of Oklahoma; 

isn’t that right? 
Mr. GREGORY. Yes. 
Mr. LIEBELER. What are you studying at the University of Oklahoma? 
Mr. GBEGORY. Russian language and literature. 
Mr. LIEBELER. What Fear are you in at the University? 
Mr. GREGORY. First year graduate student. 
Mr. LIEBELER. You already hold a degree from the University? 
Mr. GRECORY. I have a bachelor’s degree in economics. 
Mr. LIEBELER. You are now pursuing a master’s or doctor’s? 
Mr. GREGORY. A master’s degree. 
Mr. LIEBELER. In the subject you have just indicated? 
Mr. GREGORY. Yes ; Russian language and literature. 
Mr. LIEBELER. You are the son, are you not, of Peter Paul Gregory? 
Mr. GREQORY. Yes. 
Mr. LIEBELER. Where does he live? 
Mr. GREGORY. 3513 Dorothy Lane, Fort Worth, Tex. 
Mr. LIEBELER. Your father is originally from somewhere in Siberia, is that 

not correct? 
Mr. GREQORY. Yes. 
Mr. LIEBELER. And he came to the rnited States approximately when, do you 

know? 
Mr. GBEGORY. I would guess about 1920, or ‘21, or ‘22. I am not sure of the 

exact year. 
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